
Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-ORD-24315 

Title: Performance Verification Testing of Monitoring Systems and for Air, Water and Soil 

The following responds to questions raised by potential applicants 

Question No. 1: 

Can you elaborate on the phrase in the description section of the RFIP which states “continued 
verification of monitoring systems for air, water and soil technology performance through the 
Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Program’s Advanced Monitoring Systems 
(AMS) Center? Since this Center is already in existence, does this mean that: 

•	 The recipient will work under Battelle leadership in the newly created (2003) AMS 
Center? 

• Battelle does not wish to administer the newly created center? 
•	 The AMD Center is being recompeted and Battelle and others can compete for 

administration of the center? 
• Other? 

Response to Question No. 1: 

The ETV Program Office has proposed to provide additional funding to continue the operations 
of the AMS Center. Since the current cooperative agreement with Battelle is fully funded and 
due to a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency “ (USEPA) policy where no supplemental 
funding in excess of $75,000 can be added to an existing assistance agreement without proper 
competition, the ETV Program had to initiate a solicitation that would result in the award of a 
new five-year cooperative agreement for continuation of this AMS Center program. The award 
resulting from this solicitation will run in parallel to the present agreement until the present 
agreement’s expiration date of September 30, 2007. 

All those interested in being the third-party verification organization, including the present 
verification organization, are welcome to provide a response to this solicitation. We do not 
know whether Battelle will respond to this solicitation. In the event Battelle does not submit a 
proposal or another organization is selected for award of the cooperative agreement resulting 
from this solicitation, then a second AMS Center will be created to be run by the recipient that 
receives the new award. Unless the new recipient has proposed a joint venture with Battelle, 
there would be no connection between the current AMS Center and the new AMS Center 
resulting from this solicitation. 

Question No. 2.A 

Could a for-profit group be a sub-contractor to a qualifying group? 

Answer to Question No. 2.A 



Yes, but only if the qualifying group selected the for-profit group under a competitive 
procurement process that complies with EPA regulations at 40 CFR Part 30 and Part 31, as 
applicable. Note the provisions relating to personal and organizational conflicts of interest in 
particular. 

Question No. 2.B 

If yes, does it matter if the qualifying group receives a majority of the program funds either on an 
annual basis or on aggregate? 

Answer to Question No. 2.B 

Yes, the Agency would have serious concerns if a grant application from a qualifying group was 
little more than a pass through of funds to a for profit organization that is not itself eligible for 
grant funding. 

Current Due Date for Applications: 3:30 pm edt on September 27, 2004. 


